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Bird Song At Night
Most of us think of hearing birdsong during the day but if you listen 
at night especially on a winter evening you may hear the owls singing. 
Such was the case just a short while ago on a winter evening. It was  
just a simple thing, a trip to the front porch woodpile to get wood  
for the fire and there it was, owl song!

This was not our normal owl song either. We hear the Barred Owls calling  
in our back woods on a regular basis, and have seen them coming through 
the yard a number of times. They are resident birds in our neighborhood,  
but this owl song was different. A Saw-whet Owl, with its high pitched  
too-too-too call is not the norm in our neighborhood, in fact in the 10 years 
we have lived at this house we have never heard a Saw-whet Owl,  
yet there it was calling away in the early evening.  

Northern Saw-whet Owls are tiny owls with big yellow eyes.  
They are highly nocturnal and are one of the most common 
owls in forests across northern North America. The Northern 
Saw-whet Owl may have been named for giving a call that 
sounds like a saw being sharpened on a whetting stone. Their 
favorite food is mice, which we have in abundance in our field!

We went back outside to call for this little owl, and much to our 
surprise a Great Horned Owl hooted back. It was distant, but 
again another owl that we have never heard in our neighborhood.  

The Great Horned Owl with its deep hooting voice and long, earlike tufts  
is capable of taking down birds and mammals larger than itself. They are 
known for eating mammals as large as woodchucks, raccoons, skunks and 
house cats as well as smaller prey such as frogs.  

While many people feel that owls are bad luck, we  
feel blessed to have these birds make their home  
in our woods. It’s worthwhile to go outdoors on a  
winter evening to listen for the song of the owls.   
You never know what you may hear.

ValentIneS Day IS coMIng.  
Sparkle your sweetie with a pair of Silver Forest earrings. Unique designs made in Vermont.
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20% off
everything in the store

 (optics excluded)

Owl Facts
there are over 200 species of owl found in the  
world, with 19 species here in north america.

Owls have a total of three eyelids. They have an upper 
eyelid that closes when blinking, a lower eyelid that closes 
when sleeping, and a third eyelid that closes diagonally, 
called a nictitating membrane, that is used for cleaning 
their eyes from dust and debris. 

Owls are farsighted so to compensate Owls use filoplumes, 
small hair-like feathers on their beaks and feet, to feel  

out food when they catch and eat it.  
The filoplumes are short and have a few  
small barbs at the tips. These help the owl 
better sense vibration and pressure, letting 
the owl know what is going on and how  
to react with objects it holds.

Owls have a foot structure called zygodactyl. 
The zygodactyl feet of owls are structured  
so that two toes face backward and two toes  

face forward, which gives them an excellent grip when  
resting on a tree branch. The structure also allows for  
an outer toe to swivel forward or back when needed.  
Generally, owls have three toes facing forward and one 
backward when flying, and they swivel their outer front toe 
to the back when clutching prey or perching for a solid grip.

Owls gulp down their prey but they can’t digest everything. 
So, they regurgitate the parts they can’t process, including 

(continued inside)

the great Backyard 
Bird count 

Get Involved!
Sign up at:  

gbbc.birdcount.org



The Great 
Backyard 

Bird Count  

Get Involved!
gbbc.birdcount.org
February 12 – 15 2016

The Great Backyard Bird Count 
was the first online citizen-science 

project to collect data on wild birds 
online and to display results in near 
real-time. Since it started 18 years 
ago, more than 100,000 people of 

all ages and walks of life have  
joined the 4-day count each  
February to create an annual  

snapshot of the winter distribution 
and abundance of birds.

In 2015, GBBC participants  
in more than 100 countries 

counted 5,090 species of birds  
on more than 147,000 checklists!
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Myrh and Alf’s ANNUAL

Sunday Feb. 28, 2016 • 9am-5pm

The sale is Sunday - The Bird Store will open EARLY at 9:00am
Parking is also available at Sturbridge Veterinary Clinic next door. 

The Veterinary Clinic is closed on Sundays and they have graciously 
allowed us the use of their parking lot. Please do not park across the street.

20% off
everything in the store

 (optics excluded)

Be an early bird like Myrh and Alf, and join us for 
our annual Mid Winter Blah’s 20% off everything in the store Sale.

One day only, Sunday February 28, 2016. 

Here’s the rules!
• Doors open at exactly 9:00am not earlier 

• Save 20% on your purchases (excluding optics)
• No coupons, bucks, or other discounts apply today

• No special orders, rain checks, internet orders, or phone orders 
• Sale is on in stock merchandise only; once it’s gone it’s gone! 

• You have to be here to get the goods!
• Sale is Sunday February 28, 2016 only!  

Not Friday, Not Saturday…Just Sunday 9:00am till 5:00pm.

Get rid of the mid winter blah’s and think spring!

Nancy is selling her like new 2012  
Honda VT750C2B Shadow Phantom. 

She has out grown it and the stork has 
brought her a new baby (motorcycle). 
If you are interested and would like 

more information and pictures please 
call or email Nancy at the store.

2012 Honda SHadow



Owl Facts
At My House
a new space to highlight sightings and stories from our customers.

on January 1, 2016 we received an email 
from one of our customers. laura from  
Rutland was asking if we could identify a  
bird at her feeder. This is not uncommon;  
we get this request quite often. Laura said that 
the only bird she could find in her book that 
looked like it was a bird that was from the  
Pacific Northwest. We replied that we were  
happy to help and could she send us a photo.  

Laura was right. This bird turned out to be something rare in our part of the country. 
The bird was a Varied Thrush, which is a species that is found in the Pacific North-
west. Needless to say Laura was excited to have this pacific visitor in her yard.  
Normally a shy bird, the Varied Thrush is a beautiful bird with a slate gray back and 
breast band and a burnt orange breast and belly. It is common in the Cascades, 
Northern Rockies, and Pacific Coast. They are known to eat seeds from ground 
feeders in the winter, and that is exactly what this bird was doing. The question is 
what was it doing here? The answer is that the Varied Thrush is just doing its thing, 
and right on cue.  

Every year, a few Varied Thrush turn up in the eastern states. The 
species has been known as a wanderer for a long time. From lists, 
compilers have determined that the birds concentrate in two areas: 
the Upper Midwest, and along the eastern seaboard from Maine to 
New York. They probably follow a southeasterly path within the boreal 
forest from northern Alaska and Alberta to northern Minnesota and 
southern Ontario. Many birds appear to fly north of the Great Lakes  
to reach the Atlantic coast.

In the fall of 2014 Cornell Lab of Ornithology noted that there had been large  
movements of Varied Thrush in California and across the West. They speculated  
that some of the larger irruptive movements might relate to the cycles of oak  
masting and acorn production, (Varied Thrush will eat acorns). They also  
questioned whether larger extralimital vagrants would appear in the east. 

It is also interesting to note that the Varied Thrush was listed on the Cornell  
Labs State of the Birds 2014: Common Birds in Steep Decline list.

Common Birds in Steep Decline, is a list of 33 common species compiled by  
scientists from the North American Bird Conservation Initiative. Long-term  
monitoring surveys indicate that each of these rapidly declining species  
has lost more than half its global population over the past four decades.

It’s uncommon, but not unheard of to find a Varied Thrush in Massachusetts.   
One only has to Google “Varied Thrush Massachusetts” to find information on  
Varied Thrush sightings at the Quabbin, on the Cape, and in New York over the  
last few years. They do turn up and many times are foraging in the same areas  
as the Robins. Lets hope they’re wandering ways continue and measures are  
taken to boost the population once again.  

Thanks Laura for the great find in your backyard, and thanks for sharing it with us!
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bones, scales and fur. These pellets tell the story 
of what the owls have been dining on.

Owls do have excellent vision, but one would 
need either infrared or x-ray vision to see a  
small mammal under snow. Instead, owls do 
much of their hunting with the aid of their 
incredible hearing.

Owl hearing has been most extensively studied 
in Barn Owls. These pale predators can see very 
well in low light, but their ears are better. Their 
hearing is the best of any animal that has ever 
been tested.

All owls possess extremely sensitive hearing,  
allowing them to hear low-volume sounds that 
are relatively far away. But beyond that, many 
owls also have an uncanny ability to hone in  
on the exact location of a sound source. Owls 

with this special ability have an 
unusual anatomical trait: ears  
that are positioned asymmetrically 
on their heads.

In the Barn Owl for example, the 
external ear canals are offset in 
two ways. One ear is higher than 
the other, and one ear is also 

farther forward on the head than the other. This 
unusual arrangement helps the Barn Owl locate 
the source of sounds in three-dimensional space 
with great precision. Tiny differences in the time 
it takes for sounds to reach each ear allow the 
owl to almost instantly zero in on the sound’s 
precise location. The owl can determine not 
only the direction of a sound, but its height (i.e. 
on the ground or in a tree) and distance as well.

    Funny Story – Bill and Nancy  
     were using a Barred Owl call  
     to see if they could call in  
    any Barred Owls near this  
particular swamp. No Barred Owls called 
but we agitated a Great Horned Owl  
who came across from the far end of the  
swamp and dive-bombed us!  He knew  
exactly where we were and wanted us 
gone! Apparently we sounded too much 
like a Barred Owl!

Fun Fact:
A group of thrushes  

are collectively known  
as a “hermitage”  
and a “mutation”  

of thrushes.
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Reminders:
the great Backyard Bird count 

February 12 – 15, 2016
Don’t forget to get your backyard bird poster!

Mid Winter Blah’s Sale
Sunday, February 28, 2016 • 9am-5pm

Valentines Day  
Don’t forget your sweetie! We have loads of 

“calorie free” treats for your special Valentine.

open Water is important to the birds in winter.  
Make sure that your heated birdbaths are clean and filled.  

Make sure to check your nest boxes in 
early March to get them ready for spring. Clean out 
any wintering mouse nests or old nesting materials and 
repair the boxes. If you have problems with Sparrows 
invading your boxes leave them open until later in the 

spring to discourage the sparrows from overtaking them.

New Item
Backyard Bird  

Identification Posters

We have recently created our 
own Backyard Bird Poster  
complete with the most  
common backyard birds  
found in our area. On the 
reverse side each bird is listed 
with the seasons they are 
most likely to be seen, type 
of food they like, type of  
feeders they will use, if  
they use a nest box, and 
interesting feeder facts.

the Backyard Bird Posters sell for $2.50.   
It’s a wonderful way for kids and adults alike to discover what birds vis-
it the yard. The poster also works well for teacher’s materials and schools.


